U.N. health agency declares China virus outbreak a global emergency. sa 
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Impeachment 


Witnesses, or acquittal? 


Senators question House prosecutors, President Trump’s defense lawyers ahead of critical vote today. 


BY LISA MASCARO, ERIC TUCKER 
AND ZEKE MILLER 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Senate 
jurors peppered President Don- 
ald Trump’s defenders and 
accusers with final questions at 
his impeachment trial Thursday 
ahead of a crucial vote on call- 
ing witnesses, the focus shift- 
ing from details of the charges 
to whether it was time to simply 
acquit and conclude the trial. 

The vote on witnesses, 
expected today, could lead to 
an abrupt end of the trial with 


the expected acquittal. Or, less 
likely, it could bring weeks more 
of argument as Democrats press 
to hear testimony from former 
national security adviser John 
Bolton and others. 

If the Senate chooses to not 
hear from witnesses, it will be the 
first time a presidential impeach- 
ment trial does not include wit- 
nesses. The previous impeach- 
ments both included new wit- 
nesses who did not testify as part 
of the House investigation. 

Thursday’s testimony included 
soaring pleas to the senators 


who will decide Trump’s fate, 
to either stop a president who 
Democrats said tried to cheat in 
the 2016 election and will again, 
or to shut down impeachment 
proceedings that Republicans 
insisted were never more than a 
partisan attack. 

“Let’s give the country a trial 
they can be proud of,’ said Rep. 
Adam Schiff, the lead prosecu- 
tor for House Democrats. Amer- 
icans, he said, know what it takes 
for a fair trial and won’t stand for 
anything less. 

Trump attorney Eric Her- 


schmann countered that Dem- 
ocrats are only prosecuting the 
president because they can’t beat 
him in the 2020 election. 

“We trust the American peo- 
ple to decide who should be our 
president,” Herschmann said. 
“Enough is Enough. Stop all of 
this.” 


Dershowitz testimony 
In a day-after tweet, Trump 
attorney Alan Dershowitz, com- 
plained about the portrayal of 
his testimony Wednesday when 
he said a president is essentially 


immune from 
impeachment 
if he believes 
his actions 
to be in the 
“national 
interest.” 

That idea 
left even some 
of Trump’s top 
allies backing 
away, including Dershowitz him- 
self. 

“They characterized my argu- 
ment as if I had said that if a pres- 
ident believes that his re-election 


Alan 
Dershowitz 


was in the national interest, he 
can do anything. I said nothing 
like that, as anyone who actually 
heard what I said can attest.’ He 
added in a second tweet that he 
meant a president should not 
be impeached if he has mixed 
motives for his behavior. 

His words Wednesday night: 
“Every public official that I know 
believes that his election is in the 
public interest. And if a presi- 
dent does something which he 
believes will help him get elected 
is in the public interest, that can- 
See IMPEACH, 10A 


A boy band really in sink 


The Men’s Bathroom Choir at Gibbs High sings to millions on YouTube. 


BY MEGAN REEVES 
Times Staff Writer 

ST. PETERSBURG — With eyes 
closed, you’d never know you were 
standing in the men’s bathroom. 
It’s not a likely place to hear such 
vibrant harmony — unless you’re 
at Gibbs High School. 

Fifteen students there meet 
twice a week during lunch in a 
small, two-stall restroom inside 
Building 5 to perform music they 


arrange themselves. And with 
more than 1.2 million total views 
of their videos on YouTube, it’s 
clear the world is watching. 

The idea for Men’s Bathroom 
Choir was born last fall when 
Timofei Sennikov, 18, thought 
about the nice acoustics offered by 
the cinder-block walls. He started 
asking classmates to meet him 
there, and word spread. Soon, they 
were sitting on sinks, standing on 


MARTHA ASENCIO RHINE | Times 
Timofei Sennikov, who leads the Men’s Bathroom Choir at Gibbs High in St. Petersburg, looks through sheet music at Thursday’s rehearsal. 


toilets and making videos a ton of 
people have watched. 

“Our intention was just to sing,” 
he said. None of the students was 
expecting to attract so much atten- 
tion. 

Their first video, a rendition of 
the sea shanty Drunken Sailor, 
dropped Nov. 21. It now has nearly 
785,000 views. They uploaded 
another in December, perform- 


ing Mariah Carey’s All I Want For See CHOIR, 9A 


Christmas is You, and the latest 
video, published this month, is a 
vocal rendition of the instrumen- 
tal theme song from The Avengers. 

Another clip comes out this 
week, a performance of Radio- 
active by Imagine Dragons. The 
Men’s Bathroom Choir YouTube 
channel has more than 47,000 sub- 
scribers, and a sheet music com- 
pany has reached out to sponsor 


Temple Terrace mayor's ‘degree’ draws scrutiny 


: race Mayor Mel Jurado misused 
An ethics panel her public office by directing city 
says she may have workers to list exaggerated edu- 
directed staffers to cation credentials in her biogra- 


list bogus credentials. 


BY CHRISTOPHER O’DONNELL 


Temple Times Staff Writer 

Terrace TAMPA — The Florida Com- 
Mayor Mel mission on Ethics has found 
Jurado probable cause that Temple Ter- 


phy on the city’s website. 

For almost a year after Jura- 
do’s swearing-in as mayor in 
2017, a page on the Temple Ter- 
race website said she had earned 
her Ph.D. from the University of 
Illinois. But a 2018 Tampa Bay 
Times investigation revealed 


that it was from LaSalle Univer- 
sity, a notorious diploma mill in 
Mandeville, La., closed down by 
the FBI in 1996. 

Jurado, who faces an election 
in November, now can choose 
to face a full evidentiary hearing 
on the findings or reach a settle- 
ment agreement with the com- 
mission advocate, who acts as 
prosecutor for the state agency. 

The commission voted 5-3 this 


week to accept the recommen- 
dation of probable cause from 
Commission Advocate Elizabeth 
Miller. The commission can rec- 
ommend penalties that range 
from public censure and repri- 
mand to suspension or removal 
from office. The most common 
recommendation is a civil pen- 
alty, up to $10,000 per violation. 
Penalty recommendations are 
See MAYOR, 11A 


Mayor, 
council 
Split on 
Rays plans 


What’s the status of the Trop 
site — and Montreal? Kriseman 
isn’t saying, at least publicly. 


BY JOSH SOLOMON 
Times Staff Writer 

ST. PETERSBURG — It has been more 
than seven months since the Tampa Bay 
Rays unveiled their plan to split home games 
between the bay area and Montreal. 

Nearly two months have passed since Mayor 
Rick Kriseman rejected the plan, saying he 
would not allow the Rays to negotiate to start 
playing in Montreal in 2024. 

The fate of major league baseball in Tampa 
Bay lies trapped in that impasse. So on Thurs- 
day, the St. Petersburg City Council asked the 
mayor for an update on where negotiations 
stand between the city and the team. 

Kriseman said he would tell them — but not 
in public. 

“T don’t have anything substantive I can share 
with you publicly,’ the mayor said. 

Instead, he told the eight council members he 
will update them in private, individual meetings 
— which are not subject to Florida’s Govern- 
ment in the Sunshine law. 

Kriseman did, however, publicly address the 
Rays’ recent threat: to stymie development of 
the 86-acre Tropicana Field so long as they are 
locked into playing in the dome through 2027. 
The mayor and city officials are eager to begin 
development there. 

Earlier this week, Rays officials told coun- 
cil members the same contract that requires 
the team to play all its home games at the dome 
through the 2027 season also gives the team a 
say over what’s built on the land. Team officials 
believe they could tie the land up in court if the 
city forces the team to finish its lease at the Trop. 

Kriseman rejected that stance, saying the city 
can move forward on Trop development while 
the team’s future in St. Petersburg remains 
unsettled. 

See RAYS, 11A 


DIRK SHADD | Times 
St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Kriseman, with 
Deputy Mayor Kanika Tomalin, at Thursday’s 
meeting with the City Council. 


SENATE WON'T ALTER 
DEATH PENALTY LAW 


Aunanimous jury should stay a 
requirement to sentence some- 
one to death, Florida senators 

say, despite a recent high court 
ruling that opens the door to make 
changes. Local, 3A 


JACK KEROUAC HOUSE WORKPLACE PLAY 


MAY HOST WRITERS 


The estate of the On the Road 
author will sell his modest St. 
Petersburg home for $300,000 to 
a local nonprofit group that wants 
to turn it into a writers retreat. 
Business, 4A 


POWERFULLY TOLD 


In Skeleton Crew at American 
Stage, the desperate threat of 
unemployment plays out in a 
Detroit automobile plant during 
the Great Recession of 2008. 
Front Row, 5B 


ONLINE HOAXES 
FOLLOW PATTERNS 


The death of basketball great 


Kobe Bryant was quickly followed 


by social media fabrications that 
followed a familiar playbook. We 
debunk some of the more com- 

mon ones. Focus: PolitiFact, 7A 


Some Rain Later 
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